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As we enter the sanctuary, let us quietly prepare our hearts and minds for worship.

Prelude
Welcome & Announcements

Gathering

Sharing of the Peace

L: The Peace of the Lord be with you.

C: And also with you!

L: Let us offer this gift of God's peace to one another.

Confession & Forgiveness

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister be-
gins.

L: Blessed be the Holy Trinity, + one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy en-
dures forever.

C: Amen.

L: Let us return to God, confessing our sin in the assurance of God’s abiding love.
Silence is kept for reflection.

L: Compassionate One,

C: you are slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love, but our lives do not al-
ways reflect you and your love for the world. We do not show others the tender
compassion you have shown to us. We do not welcome others with the radical
hospitality you grant to all people. We oppress others, even though you have set
us free again and again. We squander the abundant gifts of the earth. Transform
our lives and guide us again in the way of the cross. Amen.

L: Beloved in Christ, God's arms are always stretched open wide to welcome the wan-

dering ones home. In I Christ, your sins are forgiven. You have a place in God's house

forever.
C: Amen.



Opening Hymn ELW#638

Blessed Assurance
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I Bless-ed as-sur- ance, Je-sus is mine!Oh, what a fore-taste of glo-ry di- vine!
2 Per-fect sub-mis-sion, per-fect de-light, vi-sions of rap-ture now burst on my sight;
3 Per-fect sub-mis-sion, all is at rest; 1

in my Sav-ior am hap-pyand blest,
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Heir of sal-va - tion, pur-chase of God, born of his Spir-it,washed in his blood.
an - gels de-scend-ing bring from a-bove ech - oes of mer-cy, whis-pers of love.
watch-ing and wait- ing, look-ing a-bove.filled with his good-ness,lost in his love.

Refrain
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This is my sto - ry, this is my song, prais-ing my Sav-ior all the day long:
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Greeting

L: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the

Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.
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this is my sto - ry, this is my song, prais-ing my Sav-ior all the day long.

Kyrie
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Ky - ri-e e - lei - son. Lord, have mer - cy.
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Chris -t¢ e - lei - son. Christ, have mer -  cy.
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Ky - ri-e e - lei - son. Lord, have mer - cy.
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Hymn of Praise
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1 Glo-ry to you, God, for yours is the earth;
2 Glo-ry to you, God, for yours is the earth;
3Glo-ry to you, God, for yours is the earth;
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yours is the prom - ise, the bless - ing, the birth.
yours the ho - san - nas, the dy - ing, re - birth.
yours the a - noint-ing, the ra - di - ant worth.
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Ours the re - joic - ing for Word giv - en frame;
Ours the re - joic - ing for na-ture re - claimed;
Ours the re - joic - ing for spir-its a - flame;
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ours the thanks - giv - ing to your ho-ly name.
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Ours be  the tell - ing of deeds great - ly done;
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yours be the glo - ry, O God, yours a - lone.

Prayer of the Day

L: Let us pray the prayer of the day together;

C: God of compassion, you welcome the wayward, and you embrace us all with
your mercy. By our baptism clothe us with garments of your grace, and feed us
at the table of your love, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

The Word

First Reading Joshua 5:9-12
?The Loro said to Joshua, “Today | have rolied away from you the disgrace of Egypt.”
And so that place is called Gilgal to this day. '*While the Israelites were camped in Gil-
gal, they kept the Passover in the evening on the fourteenth day of the month in the
plains of Jericho. "' On the day after the Passover, on that very day, they ate the
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produce of the land, unleavened cakes and roasted grain. '> The manna ceased on the
day they ate the produce of the land, and the Israelites no longer had manna; they ate
the crops of the land of Canaan that year.

L: Word of God, word of life.
C: Thanks be to God.

Psalmody Psalm 32

'Happy are they whose transgressions are forgiven,
and whose sin is put away!

Happy are they to whom the Lorp imputes no guilt,
and in whose spirit there is no guile!

*While | held my tongue, my bones withered away,

because of my groaning all day long.

*For your hand was heavy upon me day and night;
my moisture was dried up as in the heat of summer.

>Then | acknowledged my sin to you, and did not conceal my guilt.
| said, " will confess my transgressions to the Lorp.” Then you forgave me the

guult of my sin.

®Therefore all the faithful will make their prayers to you in time of trouble;
when the great waters overflow, they shall not reach them.

"You are my hiding-place; you preserve me from trouble;
5. you surround me with shouts of deliverance.
“I will instruct you and teach you in the way that you should go;
| will guide you with my eye.

? Do not be like horse or mule, which have no understanding;

who must be fitted with bit and bridle, or else they will not stay near you.”
'° Great are the tribulations of the wicked;
but mercy embraces those who trust in the Lorp.
"' Be glad, you righteous, and rejoice in the Lorp;
shout for joy, all who are true of heart.

Second Reading 2 Corinthians 5:16-21

'®From now on, therefore, we regard no one from a human point of view; even though
we once knew Christ from a human point of view, we no longer know him in that way.

'"So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creatlon everything old has passed away;
look, new things have come into bemg| ® All this is from God, who reconaled us to
himself through Christ and has given us the ministry of reconciliation; ° that is, in
Christ God was reconciling the world to himself, not countlng their trespasses against
them, and entrusting the message of reconciliation to us. S0 we are ambassadors for
Christ, since God is maklng his appeal through us; we entreat you on behalf of Christ:
be reconciled to God. ?' For our sake God made the one who knew no sin to be sin, so
that in him we might become the righteousness of God.

L: Word of God, word of life.
C: Thanks be to God.



Lenten Acclamation
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Noth-ing in all cre - a - tion can sep-a-rate us from the love of God.
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Noth-ing in all cre - a - tion can sep-a-rate us from the love of God.

Gospel Reading Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32
L: The Holy Gospel according to St Luke, the fifteenth chapter.

C: Glory to you, O Lord.

"Now all the tax collectors and sinners were comlng near to listen to [Jesus.] 2And the
Pharisees and the scrlbes were grumbling and saymgf “This fellow welcomes sinners
and eats with them.” > So he told them this parable “There was a man who had two
sons. '*The younger of them said to his father, 'Father, give me the share of the wealth
that will belong to me.’ So he divided his assets between them. "> A few days later the
younger son gathered all he had and traveled to a distant region, and there he squan-
dered his wealth in dissolute I|V|ng *When he had spent everythmg, a severe famine
took place throughout that region, and he began to be in need. "*So he went and
hired himself out to one of the citizens of that region, who sent him to his fields to
feed the pigs. '® He would gladly have filled h|s stomach with the pods that the pigs
were eating, and no one gave him anything. '" But when he came to his senses he said,
‘How many of my. father s hired hands have bread enough and to spare, but here | am
dying of hunger! "1 will get up and go to my | father, and | will say to him, “Father, |
have sinned against heaven and before you; I am no longer worthy to be called your
son; treat me like one of your hired hands.” * %° So he set off and went to his father. But
while he was still far off, his father saw hlm and was filled with compassion; he ran and
put his arms around him and kissed him. ' Then the son said to him, ‘Father, | have
sinned against heaven and before you; | am no longer worthy to be called your son.’
But the father said to his slaves, ‘Quickly, bring out a robe—the best one—and put it
on him; put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet. > And get the fatted calf and
kill it, and let us eat and celebrate, ** for this son of mlne was dead and is alive again;
he was lost and is found!” And they began to celebrate. % “Now his elder son was |n
the field, and as he came and approached the house, he heard music and dancing. *°

He called one of the slaves and asked what was going on. %' He replied, ‘Your brother
has come, and your father has killed the fatted calf because he has got him back safe
and sound. * Then he became angry and refused to go in. His father came out and
began to plead with him. ?° But he answered his father, ‘Listen! For all these years |
have been working like a slave for you, and | have never disobeyed your command,

yet you have never given me even a young goat so that | might celebrate with my
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prostitutes, you killed the fatted calf for him!’ *" Then the father said to him, ‘Son, you
are always with me, and all that is mine is yours. ** But we had to celebrate and rejoice,

because this brother of yours was dead and has come to life; he was lost and has been
found."”

L: Word of God, word of life.
C: Praise to you, O Christ

Message
Hymn ELW#608 Softly and Tenderly, Jesus is Calling
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1 Soft -ly and ten-der -ly Je-sus is call - ing, «call - ing for
2 Why should we tar -ry when Je-sus is plead-ing, plead -ing for
3 Oh, for the won-der - ful love he has prom-ised, prom-ised for

ﬁi- — - F B : e —— o ;
D — —a—d g & T
you and for me. See, on the por - tals he’s wait-ing and watch-ing,

you and for me? Why should we lin - ger and heed not his mer-cies,
you and for me! Though we have sinned,he has mer-cy and par- don,

Refrain
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watch-ing for you and for me.
mer - cies for you and for me? “Come home, come home!
par - don for you and for me.
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You who are wea-ry, come home.” Ear - nest-ly, ten-der - ly,
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Je-sus is call-ing, cali-ing, “O sin-ner, come home!”

Apostles’ Creed
| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. | believe in
Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and
was buried; he descended into hell. On the third day he rose again; he ascended
into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to
judge the living and the dead. | believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic
church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the
body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
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Prayers of the People
After each petition of the prayers:
L: God in your mercy; C: Receive our prayer.

Prayer Concerns

Call Committee, Kathy Arnold, Dan Benben (Kathy Owen’s Brother in Law), Betsy Chase (Fritzie’s
Daughter), Evenlyn Clark (Friend of Fritzie), Gary Coman (Dorothy Meyer's Son in Law), Fritzie Cvengros,
Patrick Donovan (Friend of Jane Smith), Rich Emerson (Kathy Owen's Family), Frank Fusco, Pam Gurth,
Sue Hahn, Wayne Heinz (Close Friend of the Hamilton's), Chernyl Newsom, Almayrene Reinthaler, Dan &
Donna Schmidt, Clark Schoonover (Friend of Barb Kampen), Wanda Soutter, Dion Stanford (Marita’s
Husband), Kenny Waggoner (Fritzie's Son in Law), Matt Zipperer (Former member), and for all our
homebound members and friends. Those serving in uniform, for our enemies and those we find hard to
love and for all who travel

Offering & Offertory
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Change my heart, O God; make it ev-er  true.
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Change my heart, O God; may I be like you.
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You are the pot - ter; 1 am the clay.
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Mold me and make me; this is what 1  pray.

Offering Prayer

The Great Thanksgiving

L:The Lord be with you.

C: And also with you.

L: Lift up your hearts.

C: We lift them to the Lord.

L: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

C: It is right to give our thanks and praise.

L: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus
Christ. You call your people to cleanse their hearts and prepare with joy for the paschal
feast, that, renewed in the gift of baptism, we may come to the fullness of your grace.
And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:



Holy Holy Holy
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Ho - ly, ho-ly, ho - ly Lord, God of pow'r and
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God of might, heav-en and earth are full of  your
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Bless - ed is the one who comes in the name of the
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Lord. Ho - san - na, ho - san - ma in the high - est.
i =
J ——4 a— ~— —

Ho - san-na, ho-san - na in the high - est.

Words of Institution

L: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for
you. Do this for the remembrance of me. Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave
thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of
me. For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup we proclaim the
Lord’s death until he comes.

C: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

L: Remembering, therefore, his death and resurrection, we await the day when Jesus
shall return to free all the earth from the bonds of slavery and death. Come, Lord Je-
sus!

And let the church say, Amen.

C: Amen.

L: Send your Holy Spirit, our advocate, to fill the hearts of all who share this bread and
cup with courage and wisdom to pursue love and justice in all the world. Come, Spirit
of freedom! And let the church say, Amen.

C: Amen.
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L: Join our prayers and praise with your prophets and martyrs of every age, that, re-
joicing in the hope of the resurrection, we might live in the freedom and hope of your
Son.

Through him, with him, in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all glory and honor is
yours, almighty Father, now and forever.

C: Amen.

Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on
earth as itis in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we for-
give those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

Holy Communion

Allwho are repentant of their sins and believe in the Real Presence of our Lord Jesus Christ in the Sacra-
ment are welcome to receive the elements. As usual, the wine is the dark liquid and the grape juice is the
light liquid. Please be cautious and only touch the cup you choose to commune with. Those who are
not communing may come forward, with arms crossed upon the chest, to receive a blessing.
Communion Hymn ELW#779
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I A - maz - ing grace!— how  sweet the sound— that
2 "Twas  grace that taught my heart to fear, and
3 Throughman - y dan - gers,  toils, and snarcs |

4 The Lord has prom - ised  good to me; his
5 When wc've been there ten thou - sand  ycars.  bright

?\g,‘*‘ e — li"’:;b‘"! =

v 0 ad o
saved a wretch  like  me! 1 once was lost.  but
gracc my  fears re - lieved: how pre - cious did that
have al - read - vy come; tis  grace has brought me
word my hope sC - Curcs: he  will my  shicld and
shin - ing  as the sun, we've  no less days to
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now am found; was blind. but now i see.
grace ap - pear the hour | first be - lieved!
safe thus far, and gracc will lead me home.
por - tion be as long as life cen - dures
sing God's praise than when we'd first be - gun
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Prayer After Communion

Sending
Benediction
Hymn ELW#763 My Life Flows On In Endless Song
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My  life flowson in end-less song; a-bove carth’s lam-en - ta - tion,
Through all the tu- mult and the strife, [ hear that mu-sic ring-ing.
What though my joys and com-fortsdie? The Lord my Sav-ior liv - eth.
The peace of Christ makes fresh my heart, a foun-tain ev - er spring-ing!
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I catch the sweet, though far-off hymn that hails a new cre - a - tion.
It finds an ech - o in mysoul. Howcan I keep from sing-ing?

What though the dark - ness gath-cr round? Songs in the night he giv - eth.
All  things are mine since | am his! Howcan I kecep from sing-ing?

LIL

Refrain
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No storm can shake my in-most calm while to thatRock I'm cling-ing.
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Since Christ is Lord of heav-en and earthhow can [ keep from sing-ing?

Dismissal

L: Go in peace. Care for others as God cares for you.
C: Thanks be to God.

Postlude
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Those Serving Next Week:
Worship Leader 8 ALM: Sue Hahn & Carol Wheeler

Music: Dan Schmidt
Ushers: Judy Hoover & Kathy Owen
Altar Guild: Jane Smith
Counters:

Ministers: All the members of HCLC

This Week at Holy Cross

Monday [8:30am-12:30pm | Church Office Open

3/31 9:00am WELCA Workshop
Tuesday |8:30am-12:30pm | Church Office Open
4/1 1:00pm Senior Exercise Class
Wednesday |8:30am-12:30pm | Church Office Open
4/2 10-11am Bible Study
Thursday _ ) :
473 8:30am-12:30pm | Church Office Open
Frﬁzy 8:30am-12:30pm | Church Office Open
Saturday
4/5
Sunday  |9:.00am Worship
4/6 10:00am Fellowship

We're glad you're here! Visitors are invited to
fill out a visitor card and place it in the
77 offering plate. Join us for fellowship after

Wotvome WOrship.
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Those Serving This Week:
Worship Leader 8& ALM: Tim Koenig & Jan Clark
Music: Dan Schmidt
Ushers: Pete Cvengros & Judy Hoover
Altar Guild: Carol Wheeler

4%\ WU\ Counters: Pat Jones
Worshlp Team Ministers: All the members of HCLC

Church Attendance 3/23: 29

h = WELCA’'s Monday Morning Workshop. The ladies gather every
a.lt N Monday morning at 9:00am to sew and share in fellowship.
@ lowshlp = Hope Circle is on the Fourth Tuesday of each month at 10:00am.
Study lessons from Gather magazine, a publication of WELCA.
= Bible Study on Wednesdays at 10:00am. We study the Bible readings for the up-
coming Sunday along with good fellowship. Join us for some interesting discussions.
Bible Study Attendance 3/26: 13

‘—— Holy Week is April 13th-20th. Plans are underway and six
i readers are needed for the Good Friday Tenebrae service.
ATTENTION | |The service will be held on Friday, April 18th at 1:00pm. If

you are interested in volunteering, there is a sign up sheet
in the Narthex.

PLEASE







